
For Foreign Students- All Countries

Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes



● Students on F, J, M, or Q Visa

● Annual household income of 

$84,000 or less

● Non-Resident Aliens

If you are unsure of your residency

status for tax purposes, use this tool 

for assistance:

https://tools.nrvtap.com/aminra

This Guide is for:

https://tools.nrvtap.com/amirna


If you are:

A non-resident alien, and

Have no earned income in the US in 2025

You only need to complete Form 8843 and mail it in before June 15, 2026. 

Submitting this form will keep you exempt from a taxable residency status while 

you are a student in the United States.

Mail it to this address:

Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service Center

Austin, TX 73301-0215

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf


Go to MyFreeTaxes.com

Select File My 

Own Taxes



Answer the following questions:

Note: if you 

made more than 

$84,000 in 2025, 

this program will 

not be free of 

charge. 
Scroll down and select 

“File Now”



Select Continue…



Sign In

If you did your tax return 

here last year, enter your 

username and password 

from last year. Select 

“Forgot” Username or 

Password if needed.



Create Your Account

If this is your first time doing 

your own taxes using 

TaxSlayer, complete the 

required fields to create an 

account!



Click Continue

Success!





Tip: If you have multiple 

first names and it can’t fit 

into this field, the IRS only 

needs the first of your first 

names. So just use the first 

one. 

Personal Information



Use a U.S. address.

Select Full Resident of this State.

Personal Information



DO NOT PUT A CHECK MARK IN ANY OF THESE BOXES.

Select continue.

Personal Information



If you choose the wrong filing 

status, you must delete this 

return and start over.

Filing Status

SELECT 

NONRESIDENT 

ALIEN



If you are not married, select “Single nonresident alien”

If you are married, select “Married nonresident alien”

Select “continue”

Filing Status



Select the answer that applies to you.

If you have dependents, complete this section with their information.

Dependents



IP PIN
Select the answer that applies to you. The most common answer is “No.”



Select BEGIN next to 1040NR Schedule OI



Start with General Information

Schedule OI



Select “Individual”

Select “Non Immigrant Visa”

Complete the information 

according to your situation

Schedule OI



Schedule OI If you are from India, ignore 

this section

If you completed the proper forms before beginning your job and received 

an accurate Form 1042 S, leave this blank. If you did not, add the amount 

of wages that should be exempt based on the treaty for your county.

Look up the treaty benefits for your country in the Pub 4011, pages 17-18: 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf

Note: If you made less than the treaty benefit, put the full amount of income 

earned in Amount of Exempt Income.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf


Schedule OI
If you left the country during the tax year, record it in this section.



Schedule OI If you are from India, ignore 

this section
Look up the treaty benefits for your country in the Pub 4011, 

pages 17-18: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf

Note: If you made less than the treaty benefit, put the full amount of income 

earned in Amount of Exempt Income.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf


Select continue until you see this page: 

If you have a W-2, select BEGIN. If not, 

skip this section. 



Enter the information exactly as it is on your W-2 formForm W-2



After completing your W-2, scroll down to Scholarships and Fellowship Grants

Enter the amount of scholarships 

and grants received minus your 

country’s treaty amount.

Look up the treaty benefits for your country in the 

Pub 4011 Page 16 https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-

pdf/p4011.pdf

If your treaty benefit is higher than your 

scholarships and grants amount, leave this 

section blank.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf


Entering the Form 1042-S



Enter exactly as shown on your 

1042-S form. 

Entering the Form 1042-S



Deductions: INDIA RESIDENTS ONLY
If you are from India, you have a treaty to qualify for the standard deduction.

Select “Use Standard 

or Itemized Deduction.”

Select “Standard Deduction” and click continue.  

1.

2.

3.

Select “Itemized 

Deductions.”



Deductions: ALL OTHERS
If you are not from India, you will use itemized deductions.

Select “Itemized 

Deductions.”



Only record Gifts to Charity if 

the Charity is within the U.S.

Deductions
If you are not from India, you will use itemized deductions. 

Complete any of the sections that pertain to you. 



Form 8843 All non-resident aliens are required to complete Form 8843.



Students on F or J Visas complete Part I and Part IIIForm 8843



Complete with your information.Form 8843 Part I



Form 8843 Part III Complete with your information.



If you had Marketplace Health Insurance through the government, complete 

this section using your Form 1095-A. 

If you did not have Marketplace Health Insurance, select “No” and Continue

Health Insurance



State Return

You have completed your 

Federal Return. 

Continue on to the State  

Section. 

Select the state you work or 

attend school in. 

Click Continue.



Select Non-Resident 

Regardless of the state you live 

in, because you are a non-

resident alien for tax purposes, 

you are considered a non-

resident for state tax purposes, 

as well.

State Return



Click “View Return” and save a copy for your files.

Summary/Print



If you have viewed your return and 

ensured it is accurate, it is now time 

to file. In most cases, you can e-file 

your return. 

Select e-file and continue through 

each part if it looks accurate. 

Ready to File?



Select how you would like 

to receive your refund or 

how you would like to pay 

your tax.

Payment/Refund Method



-It may ask you to add your ID. This section is optional.

-It will ask you if you filed taxes last year. If you did, it will ask you to provide your Adjusted 

Gross Income (AGI) from last year. This will be on your 1040 from last year. 

Getting Ready to File

Tip: If you do not have this information, you can create an account at https://www.id.me/ to find past 

tax records.

-It will then ask you to create a 5-digit PIN number. It can be any 5 numbers you’d like.

https://www.id.me/


Next, you will add your bank account and routing number if you chose direct debit or direct deposit. 

Direct Debit or Direct Deposit Information

Tip: enter these carefully. You can access your account and routing 

number on your mobile app, by calling the bank, or by looking at a 

check. 



Click E-File and you are finished!! 

It will be rejected or accepted within a few minutes. 

If it is rejected, you may be able to fix the error. See this site for help: 

https://www.taxslayerpro.com/blog/post/common-irs-error-reject-codes-and-suggested-solutions

If you still cannot fix it, you will need to mail in your return. See the next page for assistance in 

mailing in a return.

E-File Your Tax Return

https://www.taxslayerpro.com/blog/post/common-irs-error-reject-codes-and-suggested-solutions


Print 2 copies. 

1. Mail one to the IRS for 

Federal Income Tax

2. Mail the second copy to 

South Carolina Department of 

Revenue for State Tax

Paper Filing (Mail Your Return)

This is only if you are not

filing a tax return and only

filing Form 8843



1. https://www.vitaresources.net/foreignstudent.html

2. https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/foreign-students-

scholars-teachers-researchers-and-exchange-visitors

3. https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf

4. United Way of Pickens County
Michelle Lyons, Free File Manager
mlyons@uwpickens.org 
864-826-8132

Other Resources:

https://www.vitaresources.net/foreignstudent.html
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/foreign-students-scholars-teachers-researchers-and-exchange-visitors
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4011.pdf
mailto:mlyons@uwpickens.org

