
For US Residents

Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes



● U.S. Residents

● Annual household income of 

$84,000 or less

● Someone who has access to a 

desktop or laptop computer 

with basic computer literacy 

skills

This Guide is for:



Go to MyFreeTaxes.com

Select File My 

Own Taxes



Answer the following questions:

Note: if you 

made more than 

$84,000 in 2025, 

this program will 

not be free of 

charge. 
Scroll down and select 

“File Now”



Select Continue…



Sign In

If you did your tax return 

here last year, enter your 

username and password 

from last year. Select 

“Forgot” Username or 

Password if needed.



Create Your Account

If this is your first time doing 

your own taxes using 

TaxSlayer, complete the 

required fields to create an 

account!



Click Continue

Success!



Enter your full name

Select Box if 

Married 

Filing Jointly
You can also wait and complete at the end by selecting “Remind 

Me Later.”

Signing the 

Disclosure



Tips: 

Double-check the spelling 

of your name and the 

accuracy of your social 

security number.

Your name needs to match 

what’s on your social 

security card.

Personal Information



Tip: If you don’t have a mailing address, ask a 

shelter, clinic, or center to use their address

For Residency Status, select 

• “Full-Year of the State” if you lived in your state the 

full tax year.

• “Part-Year State Resident” if you lived in multiple 

states in the tax year.

Personal Information



Check any boxes that apply to you.

Personal Information



Use the filing status wizard if you 

are not certain. 

If you choose the wrong filing 

status, you’ll need to start the 

whole return over.

Filing Status



Select the answer that applies to you.

If you have dependents, complete this section with their information.

Dependents



IP PIN
Select Yes if the IRS issued you a six-digit PIN. This is typically 

assigned to you if you experienced tax fraud or identity theft.

If not, select No.



Review your basic information and edit if necessary. When everything is accurate, hit continue.

Getting Started!



If you know the forms you need to 

file, you can select “Quick File”

If you’re not sure, select “I do not 

know” 

If you feel confident in finding the 

forms you need, you can choose 

“Select my forms”

If you aren’t sure or want some more 

guidance, choose “I want to be guided”

Quick File



Select continue until you see this page: 

If you have a W-2, select BEGIN. If not, 

skip this section. 

Income



Enter the information exactly as it is on your W-2 form

Form W-2



Continue through the forms and add any income you received during the tax year.

Income



Deductions

If you know which deductions you qualify for, you can 

choose “Select my forms”

If you aren’t sure or want guidance, choose “I want to be 

guided”



Former Students paying back college loans–

complete applicable forms here

Parents (or those with dependents), Students, 

Homeowners – complete applicable forms here

If you are itemizing – complete the applicable forms here. 

TIP: If you are unsure, go ahead and complete both sections. The 
system will tell you if it’s more advantageous to take the standard 
deduction or itemize.

The system will automatically apply standard deduction. Choose this 

section to see how much the standard deduction is for your filing status.

If you have an HSA or FSA (medical savings 

account – complete forms here)

K-12 Teachers - complete applicable forms here



The next section will cover the following deductions: 

• Car & Personal Property Expenses

• Job-Related Expenses

• Various Tax Payments

• Retirement Investments

• Casualties and Thefts

• Elderly or Disabled Credit

• Alimony Paid

• Other Deductible Expenses

• Early Withdrawal Penalty

• Other Miscellaneous Deductions

Answer the questions according to your situation.

Click on the question mark icon for more information on the 

question if you aren’t sure.

Other Deductions



Complete each section that 

applies to you in Other Taxes. 

Click on the question mark 

icon for more information. 

Other Taxes



Complete each section that 

applies to you in Payments and 

Estimates. Click on the question 

mark icon for more information. 

Payments & 

Estimates



Complete each 

section that applies 

to you in 

Miscellaneous 

Forms. Click on the 

question mark icon 

for more 

information. 

Miscellaneous 

Forms



If you had Marketplace Health Insurance through the government, complete 

this section using your Form 1095-A. 

If you did not have Marketplace Health Insurance, select “No” and Continue

Health Insurance

If you are not sure if you had Marketplace Health Insurance during the tax year 

OR did not receive Form 1095-A, but believe you had Marketplace Health 

Insurance, go online to healthcare.gov to create an account to get your form OR 

call 1-800-318-2596 for assistance.  



Add your state. 

State Return



For Residency Status, select 

• “Full-Year of the State” if you lived in your state the full tax year.

• “Part-Year State Resident” if you lived in multiple states in the tax year.

State Return



For South Carolina, you’ll just need to add your county in Basic 

Information and then exit the state return. 

For more information on state taxes, visit your state’s Department of 

Revenue website. 

State Return



State Return

If none of these apply, select No, 

Continue

If you lived or worked in multiple states during the tax year, be sure to 

add in all states.



Click “View Return” and save a copy for your files.

Summary/Print



If you have viewed your return and 

ensured it is accurate, it is now time 

to file. In most cases, you can e-file 

your return. 

Select e-file and continue through 

each part if it looks accurate. 

Ready to File?



Select how you would like 

to receive your refund or 

how you would like to pay 

your tax.

Payment/Refund Method



-It may ask you to add your ID. This section is optional.

-It will ask you if you filed taxes last year. If you did, it’ll ask you to provide your Adjusted 

Gross Income (AGI) from last year. This will be on your 1040 from last year. 

Getting Ready to File

Tip: If you do not have this info. You can create an account at https://www.id.me/ to find past tax 

records.

-It will then ask you to create a 5-digit PIN number. It can be any 5 numbers you’d like.

https://www.id.me/


Next, you will add your bank account and routing number in if you chose direct debit or direct deposit. 

Direct Debit or Direct Deposit Information

Tip: enter these carefully. You can access your account and routing 

number on your mobile app, by calling the bank, or by looking at a 

check. 



Click E-File and you are finished!! 

It will be rejected or accepted within a few minutes. 

If it is rejected, you may be able to fix the error. See this site for help: 

https://www.taxslayerpro.com/blog/post/common-irs-error-reject-codes-and-suggested-solutions

If you cannot, contact a VITA representative near you for assistance by calling 2-1-1. 

If you still cannot fix it, you’ll need to mail in your return. See the next page for assistance in 

mailing in a return.

E-File Your Tax Return

https://www.taxslayerpro.com/blog/post/common-irs-error-reject-codes-and-suggested-solutions


Print 2 copies. 

1. Mail one to the IRS for 

Federal Income Tax

2. Mail the second copy to 

South Carolina Department of 

Revenue for State Tax

Paper Filing (Mail Your Return)



1. https://www.myfreetaxes.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/2023_MyFreeTaxesSelf-FilingGuide.pdf

2. https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf

3. https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf

4. United Way of Pickens County
Michelle Lyons, Free File Manager
mlyons@uwpickens.org 
864-826-8132

Other Resources:

https://www.myfreetaxes.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2023_MyFreeTaxesSelf-FilingGuide.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4012.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
mailto:mlyons@uwpickens.org

