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Fran says it best: “We intentionally blend fun
with foundational early learning to ensure that
every child and every family feels welcome,
engaged, and excited to return. At McKissick,
Pup Tales is more than a monthly session, it's
where our youngest Sharks begin building
confidence, skills, and a love of learning."

Fran says it best: “We intentionally blend fun
with foundational early learning to ensure that
every child and every family feels welcome,
engaged, and excited to return. At McKissick,
Pup Tales is more than a monthly session, it's
where our youngest Sharks begin building
confidence, skills, and a love of learning."

Preschool Pages looks a little different at every
site, and that's by design. At every session
across Pickens County, parents and caregivers
don't just drop off their children. They sit beside
them. They learn alongside them. An educator
models simple literacy strategies— shared
reading, songs, movement— that families can
carry home and use every day.

At McKissick Academy of Science and
Technology, they've taken that model and
made it unmistakably theirs. They don't call it
Preschool Pages. They call it Pup Tales, because
their youngest learners are future MAST Sharks.

That kind of ownership matters. When a school
takes Preschool Pages and weaves it into their
identity, it stops being a program families
attend and becomes a tradition families look
forward to.

“One of the most rewarding parts of Pup Tales
is watching the growth not only in our young
learners, but in the strength of our program,"
says Fran Carden, the Preschool Pages lead
teacher at McKissick. “This year, attendance
increased significantly, and families continue to
share positive feedback."

That growth is showing up in the families, too. “I
wish I had brought my daughter sooner to Pup
Tales," one parent shared in January.

Your support makes it possible for Preschool
Pages to show up in 14 sites across Pickens
County, each one adapting the program to fit
their families. 
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14 Sites. 14 Stories. One Mission.14 Sites. 14 Stories. One Mission.
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When Lily gripped that crayon, she was
developing the fine motor skills she'll need to
write. When she joined the reading circle, she
was learning to listen, sit with a group, and
follow along with a story. When she made a
friend during craft time, she was building the
social and emotional skills that research tells
us matter just as much as academics.

None of that happens in a textbook. It happens
in moments... a paintbrush in a small hand, a
new word attempted out loud, a shy wave
across the table at a child who will become a
friend. Your gift to Preschool Pages made each
of those moments possible.

It was the first Preschool Pages session, and
three-year-old Lily stood frozen in the
doorway. The room was loud. The other
children were strangers. The teacher was
smiling at her, but Lily buried her face in her
mother's sleeve.

By the fourth session, Lily was the first one
through the door.

She had a favorite seat at the reading circle.
She knew the hand motions to the welcome
song. She'd learned to write the first letter of
her name with a fat green crayon and she
made sure everyone saw it.

That transformation happened because
of you.

Your support of Women United's Preschool
Pages program gave children like Lily and
their caregivers the chance to experience
school as a happy, safe place, many of them
for the very first time. This year, Preschool
Pages reached families at 14 sites across
Pickens County, building the skills that
children need before they ever set foot in a
kindergarten classroom.
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She Didn't Want to Let Go of Her Mother's Hand
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Here's the part that will blow you away: this
herculean effort is entirely voluntary, outside
their normal school duties. They are our
heroes, without question.

For many families, Preschool Pages is their
very first experience with the school their child
will attend. Our teachers make sure every
family feels welcome, part of a community, and
equipped with ways to support learning at
home.

THIS is why Preschool Pages works. Because
of teachers like these.

Here's the part that will blow you away: this
herculean effort is entirely voluntary, outside
their normal school duties. They are our
heroes, without question.

For many families, Preschool Pages is their
very first experience with the school their child
will attend. Our teachers make sure every
family feels welcome, part of a community, and
equipped with ways to support learning at
home.

THIS is why Preschool Pages works. Because
of teachers like these.

What makes Preschool Pages so special? Ask
any family and they'll tell you-  it's the teachers.

Our Preschool Pages teachers don't just show
up. They select the books. They create the
activities. They pour their hearts into making
Preschool Pages THE program where
everyone wants to be.

And their “day jobs"? Just as impressive. They
are Reading Coaches, Media Specialists, Title I
Coordinators, and more. They bring deep
expertise to every session, making sure it's
engaging, fun, age-appropriate, and truly grow
little readers.
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The Heart of Preschool Pages? The Teachers.
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By the last session, he woke up and
promptly announced, ‘It’s story time
day!’ He has become more confident
and ready for school.

My daughter is really learning to
follow directions and continues to
love the books she receives at
every Preschool Pages session. She
is growing in recognizing letters
and letter sounds.

My granddaughter has really
blossomed into a voracious reader
since taking her to Preschool
Pages. She insists that I take her to
the Pickens library twice a week to
choose her own books.
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How Preschool Pages is Shaping Confident,
Curious Learners

Families Tell the Story Best

Because of YOU, our littlest learners are falling in love with books, building confidence, and getting
ready for “real” school where they’ll walk through the door excited, prepared, and eager to learn. 

They’ll have you to thank for that. 

And with your continued support, next year’s class of little learners will have you to thank, too.
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We can talk all day about what Preschool
Pages does- the books, the songs, the craft
projects, the school-readiness skills woven
into every session. But the people who
 tell the story best? The grandparents,
parents, and caregivers who watch 
their children light up, week after week.

Here’s what they’re seeing at home.
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My grandson has grown a lot in
working with other kids. He will play
with others and talk to teachers. He
does a great job following directions.
He is able to count to 5, identify and
write his name, and identify letters.
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