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MULTIPLY YOUR IMPACT: DISCOVER HOW STOCK DONATIONS CAN HELP 
YOU GIVE MORE, WHILE KEEPING MORE 

What will the stock market do in 2026? Perhaps the best answer is, "It will go up and 
down." Stock returns vary each year; however, long-term stock returns have been 
reasonably substantial. 

Between 2004 and 2024, the average annual return (with dividends reinvested and 
inflation adjusted) was approximately 9%. The total stock return between 1950 and 2024 
was about 11% per year.  

If you've been invested in the market, you may be sitting on stocks that have grown 
significantly in value. Here's an opportunity that could help you make a bigger difference 
this year: When you donate appreciated stock directly to charity, you enjoy two 
powerful benefits. First, you receive a charitable deduction for the full value of your 
stock. Second, you bypass capital gains tax entirely—meaning more of your hard-earned 
wealth goes toward the causes you care about instead of to taxes. It's truly a WIN-WIN 
for you and for your neighbors in need. 

If you're planning an end-of-year gift and want to maximize your impact, consider 
donating shares of stock. Here's an important tip: Don't cash out your stock first—that 
triggers capital gains tax. Instead, have your broker transfer shares directly to United 
Way of Pickens County's broker. We recommend starting this process by December 20th 
to ensure it's completed before year-end. 

Ready to make your gift go further? Email meisengrein@uwpickens.org to receive 
simple instructions for donating stock and maximizing your charitable impact while 
minimizing your tax burden. 

GIVE ON YOUR TERMS: HOW A DONOR-ADVISED FUND PUTS YOU IN CONTROL  

You have your own vision for making a difference in Pickens County—and there are 
many ways to bring that vision to life. You can volunteer your time, donate items directly, 
or contribute financially. How you choose to give is deeply personal, but if you're 
considering a financial gift, a Donor-Advised Fund might help you create even more 
impact over time. 

David Mitchell, CFP® with Edward Jones in Easley, explains how 
this giving tool puts you in the driver's seat: 

What is a Donor-Advised Fund, and how does it work? "A Donor-
Advised Fund is a charitable-giving tool that gives you flexibility 
and control," said Mitchell. "You start by making a contribution 
of $10,000 or more to establish your fund. You can contribute 
appreciated assets, investments, business proceeds, or cash—
and you receive an immediate tax deduction. Your fund is then 
invested and grows tax-free. You can add to it over time, and you 
decide when and how much to grant to the charities you care 
about." 

Which organizations can you support? "You choose which IRS- 
approved public charities to support," David explained. "You decide when to give and 
how much—it's entirely up to you." 

How long does your fund last? "There's no requirement to distribute funds annually," 
Mitchell noted. "Your fund can continue growing until you're ready to allocate it. And you  
decide who manages your fund after you're gone and which charities will benefit from 
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your generosity." 

Want to explore whether a Donor-Advised Fund aligns with your giving goals? Reach out to David Mitchell at Edward 
Jones of Easley (864-855-2500) or to a trusted financial advisor in our community. 

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: YOUR VALUES CAN LIVE ON FOR GENERATIONS 

Imagine the impact you could make—not just today, but for decades to come. A bequest, or final gift in your estate 
plan, is a simple yet powerful way to ensure your values continue supporting the Pickens County community long after 
you're gone. 

Anyone can make a bequest—in any amount—to any charitable organization. As one person wisely said: "You won't 
even notice that you made a final gift, because you'll be gone!" But your neighbors in need will certainly notice the 
difference you've made. 

Here's how you can leave your legacy: 

 Percentage Bequest: "I hereby give, devise and bequeath ____% of my total estate upon my death to United Way of 
Pickens County (a nonprofit organization located at 201 South 5th Street, Suite 212, Easley, SC 29640, Tax ID# 57-
0476249). I request that my estate gift be deposited in their Community Enrichment/Endowment Fund, where 
funds are conservatively invested, and the annual earnings will support United Way of Pickens County's initiatives." 

 Specific Bequest: "I hereby give, devise and bequeath ____% of my total estate upon my death to United Way of 
Pickens County (a nonprofit organization located at 201 South 5th Street, Suite 212, Easley, SC 29640, Tax ID# 57-
0476249). I request that my estate gift be used to support ___________________________ for our community." 

Ready to explore your options? We recommend consulting with a local attorney to discuss your wishes. If you don't 
have an attorney, Michelle King of Merline & Meacham Attorneys in Greenville (864-242-4080) is available to meet with 
you and help create an estate plan that reflects your values. 

Once your will is finalized, consider sharing your charitable intentions with your family and the organizations you've 
chosen to support—it helps ensure your wishes are honored. 

YOUR ESTATE PLAN SHOULD REFLECT YOUR UNIQUE LIFE 

Every person's situation is different, and your estate plan should reflect what matters most to you: 

 If You're Single: Protect your independence and future by choosing someone you trust to make healthcare and 
financial decisions if you're unable to do so yourself. 

 If You Have No Heirs: Without children or close relatives, you have a unique opportunity to leave a legacy with 
local charities that share your values and will carry your impact forward. 

 If You Have a Blended Family: Combining families brings joy and complexity. Consider whether your estate 
planning documents reflect your wishes for stepchildren and ensure everyone you care about is provided for. 

 If You Have a Pet: Your furry family member depends on you. A Pet Trust ensures your beloved companion 
receives proper care, with funds designated for their wellbeing and a caregiver you've selected. 

No one knows what tomorrow holds. Having an estate plan gives you peace of mind that your wishes will be honored 
and your loved ones protected. Connect with a local estate planning attorney to discuss your unique situation. Michelle 
King of Merline & Meacham Attorneys in Greenville (864-242-4080) is available if you need a trusted advisor. 

JOIN THE HERITAGE SOCIETY 

You're invited to create a lasting legacy by including United Way of Pickens County in your estate plan. Your gift will 
help ensure education and financial security for Pickens County residents for generations to come through our 
Community Enrichment Fund. 

Want to discuss how your values can live on? Contact Mark Eisengrein at United Way of Pickens County at 864-593- 
6192 or meisengrein@uwpickens.org. 

 
We provide this newsletter as a service to help you protect what matters most and create a legacy that reflects your values. This information 
is educational and not intended as legal or financial advice. Please consult a local attorney or financial planner for personalized guidance. 


